
 

 

Dear Friends, 

 
How do you make friends in church?  Sometimes you 

see the same people every Sunday in the pew near 

where you sit and get to know their name.  What else do 

you know about them?  Sometimes you volunteer in the 

spring or fall sale prep and get to know those you're 

working alongside.  Sometimes you volunteer at Valley 

Restart and get to know people.  Sometimes you attend 

a Presbyterian Women's monthly luncheon and sit near 

someone you don't know so well.  Sometimes you serve 

as an officer or in a ministry in the church. 

Those are all wonderful programs to get involved in, but you still may not be able to get 

to know the people you rub shoulders with.  I remember a man in a previous church who 

told me of serving as an officer and on a committee with one particular man for 

something like 15 years and never knew that the man had any children.  We think we 

know a person because we know their name, what they look like and they know our 

name. But the reality is it takes more than knowing someone's name and they knowing 

your name to be friends.  It takes listening to their story and they listening to your story.  

It takes doing things together and talking together about those shared experiences. 

That's why we offered Jesus Creed small groups this past Lent and why Presbyterian 

Women offers monthly circle meetings each month and why we have a middle school 

and a high school meeting each week.  We had roughly 72 people involved in weekly 

Jesus Creed small groups, plus the five monthly Presbyterian Women circles.  That's 

over 50% of the 220 people who regularly attend worship here involved in weekly small 

groups.  That's impressive.  For the first time we offered groups for all ages. 

Would you consider joining the next six week small group this month?  It's the best way 

to make friends in our church. 

                     Yours in Christ, 

                               Pastor Larry Thorson 

April 1, 2010  

Sundays, come join us for... 

¶ 9:00  am 

The Heritage Service in the 

Chapel ñ Old time hymns and 

verse by verse Bible Study 

¶ 10:00ñ10:30 am 

Fellowship on the Patio 

¶ 10:30 am 

The Sanctuary Service 
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 The following words are called òIn Search of New Resurrectionsó by Anne Weems. 

It appears in the book òKneeling in Jerusalemó which is available in our church library. 

 We in the church are in danger of becoming a tearless people,  
Unable to rage even in a starless abyss,  

We have imitated a smiling society, glossing over the hurt, the peacelessness 

on earth, or we have become caustic and cynical and despairing, insisting on 

looking the other way as our church members crawl to the altar, the scraps 

of their lives in their arms.  

We were created for covenant keeping and yet, we are in danger of becoming 

a blind hearted people, buying into the system, placing our hopes with kings 

and corporations. Have we not seen? Have we not heard?  

We persist in clinging to the way things are, or eagerly placing our faith in 

the newest religious fad, the latest book on how -to -Christianity (in ten easy 

steps) or the current slogans presented as though they were the Word of 

God; We are programming and papering ourselves into perpetuity, and ration-

alizing and excusing our immorality.  

We spend our energy in complaining, gloomily forecasting our future to-

gether. We panic for positions in employment and committee, with each spe-

cial interest group vying for the first place in the kingdom.  

Perhaps itõs time for remembering that Jesus stood in the Jordan to be bap-

tized with others, long ago casting his lot, not with the good church people, 

but with poor, wherever that poverty might emerge.  

His name is Emmanuel, and yet, individually and corporately, we have named 

him òGOD-WITH ME.ó 

Have we not seen? Have we not heard?  

On the contrary! There is every spiritual indication that we are called to 

change who we are into the kingdom of God.  

Where change is possible, new resurrections loom.  

      Bernice Cole, Church Librarian 
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Birthdays 

Please be in prayer for Barbara Arr, Del Brunson,  Earl Enger, Homer Erickson, Verna Hahn, Joanna 

Hermann, John Irwin, Ruby Johnson, Bill Kauffman, Jan Mason, Vera Murphy, Fran Renau, Jerry Stewart, 

Claude and Mary Thomas, Todd Warren and Clay  White who are recovering from illness or surgery. Also 

pray for the families of the late Mary Brannon and Frank Caudell who have gone home to the Lord. 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Anniversaries 

Leland & Marjorie Shepard  

April 15 ñ 55 years  

Leo & Barbara Reed  

April 18 ñ 62 years  

Neil & Beverly Vandruff  

April 22 ñ 50 years  

 

APRIL 

April 3     Janet Bantis  

     Jack Hansen 

April 4     Katherine Warren  

April 5     Gloria Kwast  

April 6     Eric Thorson  

April 7     Darlene Clark  

     Barbara Reed  

April 9     Rachel Kolasz  

April 14     Frank Greco  

April 15     Ken Groff  

     Robert Latta  

     Jack Wood 

April 16     Bob Browning  

     Joanna Hermann  

April 18     Chuck Glenn  

     Judy Strahan  

April 19     Kam Mundhenk  

April 21     Sara Saenz 

April 23     Frances Renau  

April 24     Juanita Mattson  

April 25     Donna Kephart  

April 26     Greg Menck  

 

 

April 27      Alan Stewart  

April 30      Lorraine Reed  
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       Monthly Finance Report for February 2010 

This month our offerings were off a bit from last month totaling $22,212 or a 

weekly average of $5,553 versus Januaryõs weekly average of $7,281. Averaged over 

the twelve month period, our monthly expenses are $31,000. At our current amounts 

we have a monthly average of $29,308. We will continue to monitor this to see if we 

will be able to continue the Family Center activities beyond the end of May. We are 

exploring all avenues in order to extend the Family Center operations. 

In February, we had net operating loss of $1,889. This was due to some once 

yearly expenses, such as stewardship envelopes. We are pleased to report we received 

an additional $1,555 in per capita contributions. This brings our yearly total to 

$4,530. This represents 137 members or about 36% of our congregation. Last year 

we received a total of about 41% of our per capita. As a reminder, our goal for this year 

is 60%. If you are including your per capita in with your regular offerings, please make 

a note on the outside of your envelope so we can be sure we account for it. We thank 

all those members who paid this obligatory expense. 

As a reminder, Session meetings are generally the fourth Thursday of the month 

at 7:00 PM and are open to the membership. Please join us and get involved in what 

our church is doing. 

   

 

 By Steve Bertling 

Moderator, Finance and Personnel Ministry 

Session News 
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Presbyterian Women 

   

 HAPPY EASTER TO ALL!   

 

 As we welcome the beginning of spring, we wish all a very happy Easter! 

May this be a blessed season for each of you. 

 Our thanks go to all who helped in any way with the Spring Sale. We under-

stand that it was one of our ñbest everò sales, with a profit of $5,200. In fact, 

this is the most that we have ever made from a Spring Sale. Your efforts are all 

very much appreciated.  

 Our April luncheon is scheduled for Friday, April 9th at 11:30 am in Fellow-

ship Hall. Please make reservations through your circle leaders or by calling the 

church office by Tuesday, April 6th. 

 The two evening circles, Esther and Sarah, meet in homes of the members. 

The daytime circles, Lydia , Martha, and Rebekah meet on the 3rd and 4th Fri-

days in the Fireside Room. If you are not currently a member of a circle, we en-

courage you to join one. Our circles provide Bible study, fellowship, and service 

opportunities for all women. For more information, please call Joyce Emery at 

658-2549. 

 There are still a few cookbooks available for purchase in the church office. 

They will make lovely Easter gifts. 

            

Patty Werley and Joyce Emery,  

            Co-Moderations, PW 
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Music Notes 

From Mary Ellen  

 

 A group of women in a Bible Study were studying Malachi 3:3:  "And He shall sit as a 

refiner and purifier of silver," and one of them decided to visit a silversmith to find out about 

the process of refining silver.  After the silversmith had described the process, she asked, 
"Sir, do you sit while the work of refining is going on?" 

 "Oh, yes ma'am," he replied, "I must sit and watch the furnace constantly, for, if the 

time necessary for refining is exceeded in the slightest degree, the silver will be injured."  

 The lady at once saw the beauty and comfort of Malachi 3:3.  God sees it necessary to 

put His children into the furnace; but His eye is steadily intent on the work of purifying, and 

His wisdom and love are both engaged in the best manner for us. Our trials do not come at 

random, and He will not let us be tested beyond what we can endure. 

 Before she left, she asked one final question, "How do you know when the process is 

complete?"  "That's quite simple", replied the silversmith. "When I can see my own image in 

the silver, the refining process is finished. (Author unknown)  What a beautiful story of God's 

redemption and the refining process He does in us to mold us into the image of Jesus 

Christ. 

 This story reminds me of the song: "Refiner's Fire" 

Chorus 

Refiner's fire, My heart's one desire is to be holy, set apart for You Lord, I choose to be holy, 

set apart for You my Master ready to do Your will 

Verse 1 

Purify my heart, Let me be as gold and precious silver 

Purify my heart, Let me be as gold, pure gold 

Verse 2 

Purify my heart, cleanse me from within and make me holy 

Purify my heart, cleanse me from my sin, deep within (CCLI 171419) 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

Easter Sunday, April 4th ð special music from the Chancel Choir 

April 11th ð A woman's ensemble from California Baptist University with 

     our own Kayla Friend will be leading the worship service 

     giving the adult choir a well-deserved break 

May 23rd -   Choir Recognition Sunday 

 

Mary Ellen Van Ostenbridge 

Director of Music 
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Congressional Meeting and Financial Update     

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Your attendance is desired at a congregational meeting that is scheduled following 

the 10:30 service on April 18.  An up to date financial status and the implications 

for the Family Center programs will be presented.  In addition, your vote is needed 

on the acceptance of revised By-Laws.  For your review, copies of the By-Laws will 

be available in the Narthex on April 11.  Again we will have a pot-luck lunch. Please 

prepare a dish for 8 - 10 people according to the first letter of your last name. 

:             A ð F   Dessert 

 G ð M  Main Dish 

           N ð R  Rolls and Butter 

             S ð Z   Salad  

 

For your information, as of March 16,  we had 110 pledges for a total $219,464 

against a pledge budget of $245,000 for 2010 and Per Capita contributions of 

$5,159 against a budget of $7,484.  If you have not yet made your pledge or pro-

vided your Per Capita contribution of $33 per person, you are encouraged to do so.  
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THANK YOU CONGREGATION !!!  

You graciously bought Seeõs candy, repeatedly, hired us to do weeding, wash 
windows, clean gutters, paint, wash and wax RVõs and serve food. Many of 

you simply gave monetary donations when Pastor Larry requested help funding scholar-
ships for camp.  Because of your generosity and support of the Senior High Youth 
Group, fifteen very excited teens attended Forest Home Camp in February.  For many 
of us this was a first time experience of fellowship in a Christian camp setting.  The 
Holy Spirit opened our hearts and minds, improving our relationships with each other 
and bringing us closer to God.  Thank you for the opportunity of an unforgettable week-
end. 

           Yours in Christ,  

           FPC Senior High Youth  

New Addresses 

James Contreras    CPL Jake Contreras 

630th OD Co  &  PO Box 63057 

Camp Victory     Kaneohe Bay, HI 

96863                                        APO AE  90344 

Please continue to support these young soldiers in 

your  prayers! 

 SPRING SALE THANKS! 

A big òthank youó to those who helped with the kitchen at the spring sale. These included Jack 

Hansen, Neil and Beverly Vandruff, Pat and Joe Summers, and Hazel and Wil Brewsaugh. You 

are all THE BEST! Also many thanks to òCoachó Carter for setting up additional tables and chairs 

during our òrushó on Friday, and to Shirley Jouglard for the beautiful table decorations. And 

thanks to all who supported us by stopping in and having a delicious lunch. We appreciate you all. 

              Bonnie Hansen 

CRAFT GROUP FORMING 

We are forming a craft group to work on crafts for the Fall Sale. Some 

materials and instruction will be provided. We will meet in the Family 

Center  beginning in May - date and times to be announced later.  For 

more information, please call Jerilee Crossman. 



 

 

POP TOP CAN MINISTRY 

 

 

 

 

Pull tabs from all pop top cans will be taken to the Ronald 

McDonald House in Loma Linda on Friday, May 7th. The tabs 

are recycled, and the profits are used to support housing for 

parents of hospitalized children. 

Please bring in any that you have saved - and keep on saving! 

There is a container in the narthex to hold them. 

Vdôud gd`qc qdonqsr sg`s sgdqd hr `m dkdldms`qx rbgnnk hm B`qkr,

bad that has been saving tabs for the past year for this project. 

They were brought to me last month. At my best estimate, they 

had saved 22,000 tabs! They plan on collecting again next year. 

Please get behind this program this year. This is an ongoing mis-

sion outreach of the Presbyterian Women. It supports a great 

mission outreach, and all it costs is a minimum of effort! 

          

Shirley Jouglard, 

         Project Coordinator 



 

 

Family Center News 

 

 

 
 

The International Food Festival was wonderful. 

There was food from Italy, the Caribbean,  Mex-

ico, China, Greece, Guatemala, Puerto Rico and 

more. There were so many mouth watering dishes  

worth begging for the recipe. It was great to try 

something new!  

 We raised over $400 from ticket sales. Our 

other  fundraisers are continuing to be successful. 

The concession stand has raised over $1000 to 

date and Our òOperation: Coin Slam Dunkó raised 

over $500 in the last 6 weeks. We are truly 

blessed and are grateful for the generosity of all 

our supporters. As we move forward we are so 

grateful for all of your prayer and words of en-

couragement.  

      

                                         

     Melvin òCoachó Carter 

                 Activities Director  
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