
 

 

Dear Friends, 
 

Summer is definitely a change of season and 

scheduling.  This summer our youth ministry will be a 

little more relaxed while I focus on working to build up 

the younger grades and plan for the fall.  The puppets 

have returned to Sunday worship as a way to 

welcome the children into the house of the Lord in a 

language that they hopefully will understand.  The 

presence of the puppets beyond summer is still up for 

debate.  We'll see how the puppets behave. 

Summer Camp at the Family Center is going so well.  

On Thursdays my mother and I have a bag lunch with the children.  My mom was a 

school teacher in a one room school house on the plains of North Dakota before 

she married my dad, retired from teaching and moved to California to raise a family.  

Watching the children play and learn as well as enjoying their company at lunch has 

been such a pleasant experience for her and for me.  Come by and visit the Family 

Center any day from Monday to Friday. 

I hope that you'll plan to attend our musical “Are We There Yet?” on Sunday evening 

August 8.  It's our first children's musical in many, many years and a positive sign 

that our children's ministry is coming back.  Mary Ellen Van Ostenbridge is doing a 

great job teaching the new songs to the children.  I think you'll be blessed to see 

what's happening in our church. 

God is so good.  Remember to start each day declaring that day as the day the Lord 

has made and you will rejoice in it.  Then love the Lord your God with all your 

heart, soul, mind and strength and love your neighbor as yourself.  Keep on 

smiling.  See you soon. 

          Yours in Christ, 

           Pastor Larry Thorson   
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Sundays, come join us for... 

¶ 9:00  am 

The Heritage Service in the 

Chapel ñ Old time hymns and 

verse by verse Bible Study 

¶ 10:00ñ10:30 am 

Fellowship on the Patio 

¶ 10:30 am 

The Sanctuary Service 
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STATER BROS “SCRIP” 

PROGRAM IS BACK! 

The Deacons have assumed 

the responsibility for selling 

Stater Bros “scrip” once 

again. All proceeds from this 

program will be used to 

benefit children’s ministries 

within our church. It will be 

sold every Sunday morning 

between services on the 

patio.  

POP TOP CANS 

In May, over 

84,000 (!) pop 

top can lids were deliv-

ered by our church to 

the Ronald McDonald 

House in Loma Linda. 

Please continue to sup-

port this PW Ministry 

during the summer. 

Lids may be dropped 

off in the narthex. 

Pantry Volunteers 

Since Bob & I are leaving on our yearly trek to Montana, who 

will be responsible for the Pantry?  As an answer to our 

prayers, Kitty Vollmer volunteered to work at the Pantry.  

Please call Kitty if you cannot work on your assigned day.  Her 

phone number is 766-6014. 

All of you faithful volunteers are so appreciated.  We thank 

you for making Wednesdays a better time for the needy of 

our community.                 Bob and Shirley Ross 

CALLING ALL CRAFTERS! 

We have obtained a key for the Conference Room in the Family Center and will    

begin working soon  on crafts for the Fall Sale. Please start gathering your supplies 

and ideas.  We hope to meet Tuesday and Wednesday mornings. For more            

information, please call Jerilee Crossman at 658-9567 
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Birthdays 

Please be in prayer for Marilyn Baker,  Steve Bertling, Del Brunson, Penny Chapman, Vera Cole, Homer 

Erickson, Verna Hahn, Joanna Hermann, Eileen Karcher, Bill Kauffman, Jan Mason, Vera Murphy,Darlene 

Penhaluric,  Fran Renau, Rhonda Shetler, Doris Silva, Jerry Stewart, Mary Stonebraker, Claude and Mary 

Thomas and Clay  White who are recovering from illness or surgery. Also pray for the families of the late 

Barbara Arr, Earl Engler, and Margaret Marrazz who have gone home to the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ANNIVERSARIES 

July 2 

Henry & Elaine Nielsen ñ 65 yrs. 

July 6 

James & Eileen Karcher ñ 53 yrs. 

July 9 

Ralph & Joyce Jordan ñ 63 yrs. 

July 23 

Lee & Betty Drohn ñ 66 yrs. 

July 25 

James & Deanie Durkin ñ 64 years 

 

 

 

 

JULY 

July 5         Darline Penhalurick 

July 6     Dallas Barringer 

      Beverly Currier 

July 7     Lynn Browning  

      Opal Swick 

July 8     David Duncan 

      Joseph Smayda 

July 10     Josh Menck 

July 17     Kyung Glenn 

      James Nuoffer 

July 19     Wil Brewsaugh 

July 20     Monta Davis 

      Joseph Lopez 

July 21     Shirley Jouglard 

July 22     Bernice Cole 

      Grace Jacomet 

July 24     Elsie Brater  

July 27     Frank Switzer 

 

 

July 30    Gene Bottoms 

July 31    Johnny Contreras 

     Leland Shepard 
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FROM THE SESSION 

WELCOME OUR NEW MEMBERS 

 On June 6th, the Session met with and welcomed three new members to our 

church. Please add them to your church directories and greet them on the patio. 

Michael & Connie Vukovich 

817 Perla Court 

San Jacinto CA 92583 

951-654-6151 

Michael & Connie moved to  Hemet 7 months ago from Yuba 

City.  They both grew up in Van Nuys and were married in 

1969. They have 3 children, 8 grandchildren and 1 great 

grandchild.  Mike is retired after serving for 39 years as an 

USAF Command Chief.  Connie is the daughter of Marguerite 

Bigham and enjoys hairdressing, sewing, serving banquets 

and crafting. 

 

Phillip Moser 

551 N. Santa Fe St, #219 

Hemet CA 92543 

951- 929- 6685 

Phillip has lived in our valley for 30 years, having moved 

here from San Bernardino, and he is a retired janitor. His 

mother, Marietta Swaine, attended First Presbyterian in the 

1990’s, which is when he first  attended our church. Phillip 

has enjoyed singing in church choirs. 

 Next New Member Seminar is Sunday, July 11th at 11:45 am. 

NEW SESSION MEMBERS 

 At the May 30th Congregational Meeting, the All-Church Nominating 

Committee presented a slate of three persons nominated to the Session. 

They were introduced and approved on a voice vote. 

 Please welcome to the Session these new members: 

     Joyce Emery - Class of 2011  

     Dorothy Hull - Class of 2011  

     Sondra Sampson - Class of 2012 
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Presbyterian Women 

 Now that our slate of officers for 2010 - 2011 has been installed, and all the cir-

cles have had their final get-togethers, we hope that all of you are having an oppor-

tunity to enjoy Godôs gift of summer. For those of you who will be on the road, we 

pray travel mercies. We look forward to greeting you all again in the fall. 

 We attended the PWP CT meeting on June 26th at Victoria Presbyterian Church 

in Riverside. Lou and Kam Mundhenk are looking forward to the annual Summer 

Conference to be held at Chapman University from July 16 - 18. This yearôs theme 

is ñWonders of  Communityò. 

 In addition, PWP has announced that Azusa Pacific University will be featuring 

an exhibition called ñTreasures of the Bibleò at the Darling Library. The exhibit will 

run though July 18th and includes a display of the Universityôs five Dead Sea 

Scroll fragments, along with other rare biblical treasures marking the history of the 

written word. More information is available at www.apu.edu/dead sea scrolls. 

 Have a wonderful summer. See you in the fall! 

                In Christôs Love, 

               Lou Jollif & Opal Swick 

LETTER OF THANKS! 

To My Church Family: 

 Your cards, flowers, also your visits 

while I was at ñManor Careò gave me a 

profound feeling of appreciation of your 

friendship. But most of all...your 

prayers. 

 Thank you all! 

       Doris Silva 

 

HAVE A SAFE AND HAPPY 4TH OF  

    JULY! 
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Music Notes 

From Mary Ellen  

 

  

NOTES FROM MARY ELLEN: 
 

      "All that I have seen teaches me to trust the Creator  

for all that I have not seen." (Unknown source)  

 

 For those of you who don't like your traditional hymns messed with, here's 

a little story I think you'll enjoy from Mark Hayes, one of the foremost music 

composers on the scene today:  

". . . I'm always looking for creative and fresh ways to engage my 

congregation in worship.  I came up with the idea of putting the text from the 

hymn, Amazing Grace , to an old Celtic folk melody . . . following the Biblical 

admonition to sing a new song unto the Lord.   I re - harmonized the melody and 

created what I thought would be a lovely expression of worship by joining these 

two old favorites.  I introduced it at Sunday morning worship with great 

expectation.  The only comment I got was, 'Why did you have to go and mess with 

Amazing Grace ?  It was fine the way it was . . .'  

A bit crestfallen, I realized that even when I feel most touched by my creative 

muse, sometimes the church is too in love with the 'way we've always done 

it.' . . .  Undaunted, I turned that . . . arrangement into an anthem called 

Grace , and it's been one of my biggest sellers to choirs around the world.  

This story reminds me not to take myself too seriously and that if I follow my 

joy, God has bigger things in mind for me than I can even dream."   

 

UPCOMING MUSIC EVENTS 

 The committee for VBS voted unanimously to incorporate VBS into a seven -

week program through the Family Center children's summer camp.  The crafts will 

be taught each Monday morning and we are seeking volunteers who would donate 

their time from 9:00 - Noon.  The music will be done by way of the musical:  "Are 

We There Yet", which I mentioned in my last newsletter.  The performance date 

is August 8th at 6:00 p.m. and will be followed by a cookie fellowship.  I am 

still looking for volunteers to help with this endeavor.  Please let me know if 

you could design, build and paint a background set or if you would be willing 

to sew costumes.  Also, ladies, we would love cookie donations for August 8th!!  

 
 If you are interested in lending a hand, give me a call.  I am usually in 

my office at church on Wednesdays (658 - 7153) or you can call me at home    (927

- 5339).   

  

Mary Ellen VanOstenbridge 

Director of Music 
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FROM THE FAMILY CENTER 

GET YOUR 5 A DAY! 
The Family Center Community Garden has sprung 

to life. This means that fresh, home-grown         

vegetables will be available for you to purchase on 

Sunday mornings on the church patio. Items 

change from week to week. Be sure to take       

advantage of this opportunity to bring home     

vegetables at a price that the supermarkets can’t 

beat! 

FAMILY CENTER SUMMER CAMP NEWS! 

 The Family Center Summer Camp began on Monday morning, June 

14th and will continue through Friday, August 13th. Approximately 68 

children are enrolled, led by ñCoachò Carter and his band of volunteers.  

On Monday mornings, the kids have a Bible class as part of the Vacation   

Bible School program.  There are arts and crafts, dance classes,                  

opportunities to work on computer-based learning programs, and groups 

meeting to understand concepts of relationship building. Some excellent 

DVDôs are being utilized for this study.  Basketball and P.E. are available 

for different grade levels, and an obstacle course also presents            chal-

lenges, a competitive event that is extremely popular with the kids (and 

helps work off lots of energy as well). All are working with Mary Ellen 

Van Ostenbridge to learn and practice for a musical called ñAre We There 

Yet?ò, which will be presented for the entire congregation on    Sunday, 

August 8th at 6:00 pm. For many of these youngsters, this will be the first 

opportunity they have had to participate in this sort of      program.  

 Several special events have been planned, including trips to Chuck E. 

Cheese Pizza, the Wheelhouse for roller skating, the AMF Hemet Bowl 

and Mulligan Family Fun Center in Murrieta. 

THANKS TO ALL WHO ARE SUPPORTING OUR PROGRAMS!  



 

 

Staff 

Senior Pastor 

Director of Music 

Activities Director 

Office Managers - 

(interim) 

Accounting Assistant 

Dr. Larry Thorson 

M.E. Van Ostenbridge 

òCoachó Mel Carter 

Julie Lundy & Robin 

Monroe 

Sharon Desgro 

Rev. Dr. Martha Thorson 

(951) 259-8573 

Wednesday ñ Friday  

9:00 am ñ 4:00 pm 

Pastoral Counseling/ 
Spiritual Direction Associate Pastors 

Pastor Emeritus 

Rev. Dr. Gerald Lyman 

Parish Associate 

Rev. Jim Karcher 

Office Hours/Contact Information 

The office is open  

Monday - Friday, 9:00 

am - 3:00 pm. 

Phone:  (951) 658-7153 

Fax:  (951) 766-4574 
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On the World Wide Web 

Partners 
In Mission 

Dr. John & Dianne 

    Fowler ñ Turkey 

Rev. John & Gwen 

    Haspels ñ Ethiopia 

Habitat for Humanity ñ 

    San Jacinto Valley 

Valley Restart ñ 

    San Jacinto Valley 
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