
 

 

Dear Friends, 

Last month when we had the sudden departure of our 

office administrator I was so greatly disappointed and 

actually had some fairly miserable days thinking about it.  

But always when I'm most down, God finds a way to pick 

me up.  Julie Lundy and Robin Monroe graciously stepped 

in to be interim office administrators until we can get our 

hiring team and process together.  Both are relatively new 

members to our church who rarely miss a Sunday in 

worship here.  Robin works with the children on Sunday 

mornings but is active in our Sunday night “youth group for 

adults” Jesus Creed group.  Julie is part of James Nuoffer's 

Wednesday morning Bible study.  I appreciate both women, 

along with office volunteers Martha Vieten on Tuesdays and Thursdays, Dorothy Hull on 

Wednesdays, Diana Duncan on Thursdays , and Opal Swick ,who works by herself to clean 

up the pews on Tuesdays.  God has surrounded me with some wonderful, godly women to do 

this work of ministry. 

Enough cannot be said about Sharon Desgro, our accounting assistant, whose keen eye for 

detail found financial discrepancies in the books and was able to avert a more serious crisis.  

I'm also grateful for Javier who recently redid the planting areas in the church parking lot on 

his own.  The whole campus looks so beautiful and loved.  Coach Carter has the gym full 

every evening and all day Saturday.  He and his team have done an incredible low key fund 

raising job.  Mary Ellen, along with her husband, Ron have done amazing things with the 

choir, the computer and the organ, way beyond her job description.  Last but not least is Joe 

Smayda, who made a quick recovery from his broken hip to bless us with the piano every 

Sunday morning.  What a gift all these folks are to our church. 

In addition, we are a church with a committed elder board, loving deacons and with a staff 

that gets the job done so well. Try telling any of the staff or officers you see how much you 

appreciate them. Remember, these are blessing s from God for us.  

           Yours in Christ, 

                Pastor Larry Thorson 
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Sundays, come join us for... 

 9:00  am 

The Heritage Service in the 

Chapel — Old time hymns and 

verse by verse Bible Study 

 10:00—10:30 am 

Fellowship on the Patio 

 10:30 am 

The Sanctuary Service 
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 NEW BOOKS:  òThe Prize Winner of Defiance, Ohio: How My Mother 

Raised 10 Kids on 25 Words or Lessó  by Terry Ryan. 

Evelyn Ryan was an enterprising woman who kept poverty at bay with wit, 
poetry, and perfect prose during the “contest era” of the 1950’s and 60’s. 
The story is told by daughter, Terry, the 6th child, with an infectious joy and 
shows how a winning spirit will always triumph over poverty. (This book was 
reviewed by our book club in March). 

 

òQuiet Strength: the Principles, Practices and Priorities of a  Winning Lifeó 
by Tony Dungy. 

In the pages of this fascinating memoir, Tony Dungy reveals the secrets to 
his success. He led his team to #1 in the world and showed the world a 
better way to live, lead and succeed. His thoughts will inspire you to take a 
long, hard look at the things that really matter in life. He is the first African 
American coach to win the “big” game. 
 

òEmotional Healingó by Joyce Meyer 

Are you allowing your emotions to make you miserable? Our feelings will 
never disappear, but they can be managed. You will find inspiration and 
healing with God’s help in the following audio cassettes: Managing Your 
Emotions; Confidence; Beauty for Ashes; Bitterness, Resentment and     
Unforgiveness; The Root of Rejection; Healing the Brokenhearted - a Book. 
 

òThe Holy Bible: Places and Stories from the Old and New Testamentó: text 
by Gianni Guadalupi 

This lavishly illustrated coffee table size volume retells the story, offering 
new ways of understanding the Bible by providing readers with an engaging 
text, reproductions of the greatest masterpieces of religious art, and      
photographs of sacred places as they appear today. 
 

All of the above books and tapes are gifts to the library. Thank you to the 
donors and also to all who have cleaned their bookshelves and dropped off 
books. Your generosity is always much appreciated. 
 

The Discussion Group is no longer meeting in the library on Sunday morn-
ings, so the library is open between services. Come in and browse - the 
book cart selection is limited, and we have so many more wonderful books 
inside from which to choose. 

       Bernice Cole, Librarian 
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Birthdays 

Please be in prayer for Barbara Arr, Jennie Barringer, Steve Bertling, Del Brunson,  Earl Enger, Homer 

Erickson, Verna Hahn, Joanna Hermann, John Irwin, Ruby Johnson, Bill Kauffman, Jan Mason, Vera 

Murphy, Fran Renau, Mena Savarese, Rhonda Shetler, Jerry Stewart, Claude and Mary Thomas, Todd 

Warren and Clay  White who are recovering from illness or surgery.  

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ANNIVERSARIES 

 

 

 

MAY 

May 1   Roy Goodberry 

    Lanny Lund 

May 2   Joyce Cleat 

May 6   Bob Vieten 

May 7   Maxine Brodkorb 

    Jerilee Crossman 

    Philip Jolliff 

May 8   Lillian Enger 

    Ralph Jordan 

May 9   Charles Baker 

    Marguerite Bigham 

    Lawrence Stilwell 

May 11   Tom McMorran 

May 14   Gail Nugent 

May 16   Betty Rousell 

May 18   Sue Lund 

May 19   Lucille Jolliff 

May 21   Terri Long  

May 23   Joan Nehez 

May 24   Margaret Buchan 

     

 

May 27   Bernice Chapman 

    Jack Pritchard 

    Clay White 

May 29   Norma Zollinger 

May 30   Diane Gutierrez 

May 31   James Brannan 
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 There are continuing opportunities for everyone in our congregation to pursue Bible studies or 

become a part of one our small groups. In addition, a prayer group meets every Wednesday morning 

in the Counseling Office to pray for our church. Everyone is welcome to participate.  The groups 

which are currently meeting are scheduled as follows: 

 

   Prayer  

    Wednesdays,  10:00 am in the Counseling Office  

    This group meets under the leadership of Kam Mundhenk, 

    head of our church’s prayer ministry. All are welcome!               

     

   Stories of the Jesus Creed small groups: 

    Sundays, 5:00 pm in the Counseling Office 

    Thursdays, 10:00 am in the Counseling Office 

    Thursdays, 1:00 pm in the Counseling Office 

    These groups are currently being led by Pastor Larry. 

 

   Bible Study Group  

    Wednesdays, 10:30 am in the Fireside Room. 

    This group, under the leadership of James Nuoffer, is currently      

     studying the Book of Revelation. Everyone is welcome! 

Bible Studies and Small Groups 

ALL -CHURCH FAMILY PICNIC  

 

 Please join us for a  Memorial Day Weekend 
picnic at Gibbel Park on Saturday, May 29th 

from 11:00 am - 5:00 pm.  Bring lunch for your family, 
along with paper plates, cups, and water.  Barbecues will be 
available, and íCoachî Carter and his team will help you to 
grill anything which you bring.  Lemonade will be provided.  

 There will be lots of fun and games for everyone,  as well 
as a musical sing -a-long for the adults. Bring your family 
and friends and enjoy a great afternoon of fun 
and fellowship!  

http://bbs.backstage.com/eve/forums/a/ga/ul/252103232/inlineimg/Y/Bible.gif
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Presbyterian Women 

 

 

SPRING NEWS 

 Itôs hard to believe that our May 14th luncheon will be our last one  

until the fall season begins on October 8th. If you havenôt made your  

reservation through a circle leader, please call the church office by      Tuesday, May 

11th to save your place. You do not have to be part of a  

circle to attend the luncheon. All women of the church are welcome! The cost is $7.00, 

and we will be enjoying a ñfun dayò. The menu will consist of KFC Chicken and salad. 

Weôre told it will resemble a day at óAdult  

Vacation Bible Schoolô, so you will leave knowing your tablemates a bit better. The 

ñLeast Coinò Offering will be dedicated, and our officers for 2010-2011 will be in-

stalled.  

 We are still collecting postage stamps, ñbox tops for educationò,                                                                   

eyeglasses and hearing aids, and pull tabs from cans. You will find a large Rubber-

maid container in the Narthex where they are being collected. The tabs will be taken 

to the Ronald McDonald House in Loma Linda on   Friday, May 7th.  The last day to 

turn them in is Sunday, May 2nd.  

 Presbyterian Women of the Presbytery will have their gathering at  Calvary Pres-

byterian, Riverside, on May 1st, and PW of the Synod will meet in Redlands on May 

15th. Summer Conference at Chapman College is scheduled for July 16th - 18th. In-

formation on these events is available from your circle leaders. 

 Please call Joyce Emery at 658-2549 if you have questions. 

     

       Patty Werley & Joyce Emery, Co-Moderators, PW 
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Music Notes 

From Mary Ellen  

 

  

NOTES FROM MARY ELLEN: 
 

 

 Thank you to all who were involved in the Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and 

Easter services.  Your dedication, hard work and commitment are much 

appreciated!!  

 

 There are always things that can go wrong in any kind of programs, so I 

thought you might enjoy this little story that was in the Reader's Digest, 

about an Easter program:  

 

 " Standby, Soldier"  

 Every Easter our church stages an elaborate pageant. Last year the man who 
played Pontius Pilate had to work on the night of the dress rehearsal, and a chorus 

member substituted for him. As we began rehearsing Pilate's solo, the conductor 
stopped the orchestra. "Pilate, I don't hear you," he called out. "You're not loud 

enough."  
 "Pilate is at work," a voice on the stage shouted back. "We've got our co -Pilate 

tonight."  

                                                                               Contributed by Bill Dyson  

 

 

 Thanks, also, to Kayla Friend and "Friends" for singing for our worship 

service on April 11th.  It was great timing and allowed the choir a        well

- deserved day off!!  

 

UPCOMING MUSIC EVENTS: 

 

 May 23rd  -    Choir Recognition Sunday  

     Come and say ñthanksò to these people who serve so   

     faithfully in worship every Sunday!  

 

Mary Ellen VanOstenbridge 

Director of Music 
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COMING UP AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN! 

 

Saturday, May 8th  

Harmoneers Concert, 2:00 pm  

Sanctuary  

 

Sunday, May 9th  

Lnsgdqŝr C`x Aqtmbg+ 019// ol  

Fellowship Hall  

 

Friday, May 14th  

PW Luncheon, 11:45 am  

Fellowship Hall  

 

Sunday, May 23rd  

Choir Recognition Sunday, 10:30 am  

Worship Service  



 

 

Staff 

Pastor/Head of Staff  

Director of Music   

Accompanist    

Activities Director 

Interim Office Manag-

ers 

Accounting Assistant 

Rev. Dr. Larry Thorson 

M. E. Van Ostenbridge 

Joe Smayda 

òCoachó Mel Carter 

Julie Lundy & Robin 

Monroe 

Sharon Desgro 

Rev. Dr. Martha Thorson 

(951) 259-8573 

Wednesday ñ Friday  

9:00 am ñ 4:00 pm 

Pastoral Counseling/ 
Spiritual Direction Associate Pastors 

Pastor Emeritus 

Rev. Dr. Gerald Lyman 

Parish Associate 

Rev. Jim Karcher 

Office Hours/Contact Information 

The office is open  

Monday - Friday, 9:00 

am - 3:00 pm. 

Phone:  (951) 658-7153 

Fax:  (951) 766-4574 

 

First Word is 

published monthly 

First Presbyterian Church 

515 E. Kimball Ave. 

Hemet, CA  92543 

www.hemetpresbyterian.org 

larry@hemetpresbyterian.org 

officemgr@hemetpresbyterian.org 

secretary@hemetpresbyterian.org  

 

 

On the World Wide Web 

Partners 
In Mission 

Dr. John & Dianne 

    Fowler ñ Turkey 

Rev. John & Gwen 

    Haspels ñ Ethiopia 

Habitat for Humanity ñ 

    San Jacinto Valley 

Valley Restart ñ 

    San Jacinto Valley 
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